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to hear of so young an unlearned maiden, when herself wist not
what she said, such things uttered and spoken, as well learned
men might have missed with a long study, and finally being
brought and laid before the Image of our Blessed Lady, was there
in the sight of many worshipful people so grievously tormented,
and in face, eyen, look and countenance, so griesly changed, and
her mouth drawn aside, and her eyen laid out upon her cheeks^
that it was a terrible sight to behold. And after many marvellous
things at the same time shewed upon divers persons by the devil
through God's sufferance, as well all the remnant as the maiden
herself, in the presence of all the company, restored to their good
state perfectly cured and suddenly. And in this matter no pretext
of begging, no suspicion of feigning ? no possibility of counter-
feiting, no simpleness in the seers, her father and mother right
honourable and rich, sore abashed to see such chances in their
children^ the witnesses great number, and many of great worship^
wisdom and good experience, the maid herself too young to feign
[and the fashion itself too strange for any man to feign]*
and the end of the matter virtuous, the virgin so moved in her
mind with the miracle, that she forthwith for aught her father
could do, forsook the world, and professed religion in a very good
and godly company at the Mynoresse, where she hath lived well
and graciously ever since." [Book I., Chapter 16.]

I shall trouble you with one Excerpt more, from a " Dialogue of
Comfort against Tribulation;" because the style of it is solemn
and weighty ; and because it was written by More in his last
imprisonment in the Tower, preparatory to his sentence. After
witnessing his treatment of Sir John Hytton, and his brethren, we
shall be inclined to mitigate some of our remorse, that More should
have suffered death himself for conscience sake. The reader will
not do this passage justice, if he do not read it as part of a
sermon; and as putting himself into the feelings of an auditory of
More's Creed and Times.

------"But some men now when this calling of God [any

tribulation] causeth them to be sad, they be loth to leave their
sinful lusts that hang in their hearts, and specially if they have
any such kind of living, as they must needs leave off, or fall
deeper in sin : or if they have done so many great wrongs,
that they have many 'mends to make, that must (if they follow
God) 'minish much their money, then are these folks (alas)
woefully be wrapped, for God pricketh upon them of his great good-
ness still, and the grief of this great pang pincheth them at the
heart, and of wickedness they wry away, and fro this tribulation
they turn to their flesh for help, and labour to shake off this thought,
and then they mend their pillow, and lay their head softer, and